Community nurses' understanding of the community stoma care nurse.
The aim of this research was to explore community nursing staff's understanding and perception of the role of the community stoma care nurse and make recommendations to develop a closer working relationship. Prior to this research it was assumed that community nursing staff had little understanding of the community stoma care nurse role and saw the role as one that deskilled community nurses. Findings of this research revealed that community nursing staff have a good understanding of the role and view it as a valuable resource that supports patients and nursing staff and offers an expert service. Recommendations based on this study are that, even though community staff have a good understanding of the community stoma care nurse role, both still need to improve communication so that the teams work more effectively and efficiently for the benefit of patients.